October 7th, 2001
Hi Gavin

Perhaps a shorter letter this week as there does not seem much to write about. 

Got my first copy of NEWSWEEK since returning from holiday (I had asked then to suspend the service temporarily while away). A lot of good reading about the terrorist situation and what is being done particularly by the U.S. I am pleased to say that most of the commentaries are positive and give the Bush administration high marks for the way it is handling the situation. Now that the more level-headed people have bot the president’s ear (i.e. Secretary of State Powell and National Security Adviser Condolezza Rice) rather than the more hot-headed advisers, a more sensible approach is being taken. The action in Israel in the past few days and the comments by Prime Minister Sharon to the US are worrying. The public reprimand Sharon was given by a US spokesman was deserved. They don’t seem to realise that they are a major part of the problem, with their suppression of the Palestinian people. And being supported by the US, both financially and militarily means that a lot of the resentment against Israel is also directed at their major backers. But, as NEWSWEEK observers also point out, ‘moderate’ Arab countries, such as Egypt and Saudi Arabia are also part of the problem. Saudi Arabia actually exports the type of militant Islam that bin Laden practices. I have not heard from you about what may or may not be happening to your unit. Maybe you are not allowed to say. Are you? Are you allowed to write letters?

Hong Kong has had two public holidays this past week. Monday, October 1st was Chinese National Day and also mid-autumn festival day. Because the two coincided, Tuesday was also a holiday. Not that holidays make any difference to me. The kind of work I have to do has to get done whether there are holidays or not. On the Monday, there is a Chinese flag-raising ceremony at 8 a.m. And there seems to be the inevitable scuffle of the “April 5th Action Group” protestors with the police. This year they were also protesting that the site for protestors was further away and that those at the ceremony could not hear them, though the police say the site was exactly the same as for last year. On the same day, the PLA opened some of its bases to the public. Quite popular. The only disappointment expressed by some was that they could not get helicopter rides which they were apparently able to get last year. 

With a holiday, there are often more people staying at the hotel (the other tower) which can mean more people using the pool. This was true but I still managed to swim my lengths on Monday with little bother. On regular days now, it is almost a private swimming pool with few if any other people there. In the gym, I am doing some aerobic exercises now as well as weight lifting. This includes a few minutes each on the rowing machine, cycle and the treadmill. I still have the upper leg injury I got in November of last year when doing the 4 km treadmill challenge though it does not seem to affect what I do. 

On Wednesday, two people were arrested for writing a letter to Tung Chee Wah threatening to poison him and to put poison into some supermarket drinks. They signed their letter to him “HK bin Laden” though there was no link with the real bin Laden. I think they were protesting the loss in value of property which they, along with many others, have been suffering in the past few years with the crash of the property market. On the same day, bank interest on savings accounts was reduced to ½% per annum. The lowest in 40 years! I was supposed to be depending of bank interest for income but now am getting almost nothing! There was an unusual protest march in HK the other day. Workers from restaurants were protesting against the government’s proposal to ban smoking in restaurants (but not places such as bars). They are afraid that this will affect business. (But I cannot see the logic; it smoking is banned in all restaurants, people will still go to restaurants. It would be different if the ban was only is some thus giving people a choice of where to go.)

The other day, Swissair was grounded. There were reports that the airline was going bankrupt. Well, their government bailed them out temporarily so they are flying again. The same thing happened with Air New Zealand, with the NZ government putting in a substantial amount of money to rescue the company. Many airlines are in difficulty since September 11th, though the problems of Air NZ are not because of that. 

That’s about all for now. Hope you are OK and can write sometime. Also, hope you got the money I sent via e-mail.

Thinking of you. Love,

Dad

PS: Were you able to send a note to Nana for her birthday last Monday (October 1st)?
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